
	  

	  

May 25, 2015 
The Art of Racism 

Racism is a tool used by those who wish to oppress people for personal, political, 
financial gain.  

To sell a racist theory, one has to diminish the target as both ‘different’ and ‘lesser’ 
than ‘us’.  It’s what has held us back as a nation from Contact, Slavery, to present 
day.  It’s what keeps us divided, unable to unite against the politically powerful 
oppressors who are only powerful, despite their lesser numbers, because they have 
convinced each of us that we are potentially victims of those who are ‘different’ and 
‘lesser’ by virtue of their race.  Bigotry takes care of the continued ‘subdividing’ of our 
peoples by religion, credo, gender, sexual preference, biological differences, none of 
which would affect our lives, but which we feel we must deny them in their lives in 
order, somehow, to feel ‘safe’ from people who are ‘not like us’.  

Truth is, most people are just like us, despite their different color of skin, different 
religions, gender, or whom they wish to marry.  Most of us want the same things. To 
love whom we love, marry whom we want to marry. We want to be treated fairly when 
we apply for schools or jobs and we want to be viewed as politically equal in our 
differences, and we all want to be treated equally in matters of law.  

Sadly, we are not. We are a nation so out of balance, so unable to rectify that 
balance that those who wish to exploit our differences, drive theoretical extremes as if 
somehow ‘factual’ and present it as basis for enacting even more abusive, more 
divisive laws that weaken us as a whole, widening the gap of inequality, and creating 
more and more imbalance, which drives more insecurity, which drives more reactive 
ignorant beliefs and actions against one another.  

The worst thing we can do is to assume that babies and children of those defined as 
‘other’ and ‘different’ than us, are in fact lesser than us and that their needs and how 
they love, bond and develop is somehow ‘lesser’ than us by virtue of their race.  

But that is exactly the seed that is planted in the overtly racist NICWA lobbying effort, 
which is featuring as its centerpiece, the Casey Family Programs racist theory that 
children of First Nations are ‘lesser’ in their needs for safety and security, and that 
they bond less with their nurturing parent/guardians than do children of the ‘Euro-
American’ (think “WHITE”) model.  

Page 6, last paragraph contains the most overtly racist, patently ignorant theory to 
justify keeping First Nations Children from being removed from abusive families: 

“In addition, the literature suggests that the scientific validity of bonding and 
attachment as a component of the best interests test is weak, particularly as it 
is utilized in practice in the courtroom. Moreover, even if the test is viewed as 
having some probative value in the context of Caucasian children who are in 
family court, its application outside of the Euro-American culture from which it 
was derived has been seriously questioned as concepts of healthy emotional 



Restless Spirit  
25 May 2015                                                                                Page 2 of 4 
 
 

	  

child development can vary significantly between cultures. For example, 
Native cultures tend to emphasize multiple caregivers, as opposed to the 
mother-infant dyad which is the focus of attachment theory.  

For all of these reasons, the BIA’s proposed regulation in terms of bonding 
and attachment is defensible as a mechanism to promote compliance with the 
ICWA.  

This paper was prepared by the Association on American Indian Affairs pursuant to a 
contract with Casey Family Programs.” 

Notice the vague sourcing of the ‘theory’ presented as fact: “the literature suggests” . 
It does not cite a valid scientific study. 

Cruelty 

Even animals that have been studied, BOND, with their parent/caregiver/guardian 
that they are most secure with.  That was proven over and over again in a study that 
was incredibly cruel that was repeated for over 25 years with monkeys.  The infant 
was removed from its mother and put in with a ‘wire frame’ mother and a ‘cloth’ 
covered wire frame mother.  The wire frame mother had the feeding bottle which the 
infant needed to survive. But the cloth mother had the impersonation of warmth that 
the baby needed to feel ‘secure’.  The baby would go to the wire mother only to eat. 
It clung to the cloth mother the rest of the time.  

Further, they tortured these baby monkeys by removing them from cloth mother, or 
by changing cloth mother into other cloth mothers to the point that the infant could 
not ‘bond’ with any of them, and many were so depressed they just starved to death. 
“Failure to thrive”.  

When it was placed in a group of other monkeys of the same age who had been 
raised by their parents or by foster monkey parents, it could not relate and was 
depressed, bullied or violent towards the other monkeys. The other monkeys, the 
ones allowed to be raised in a consistent nurturing environment, were all well-
adjusted in their peer groups.  

The conclusion was always the same: Infants needed the emotional and 
psychological comfort of consistency and normalcy. Without it, they could not adjust, 
not adapt and not ‘fit into’ a society of their peers.  

The experiments were consistent and consistently yielded the same cruel results. 
They were, however, the way many Universities garnered grants for their 
departments so, until the cruelty and the consistency were pointed out, and until the 
public became outraged, the same experiments with the same dysfunctional results 
were repeated over and over again… for money.  
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It was inhumane. There was no way to justify it after the first results, and especially 
after the 500th results.  

For Money 

Casey Family Programs is using First Nations babies and children as part of their 
money making scam.  They don’t care about those children any more than the 
Universities cared about those monkeys and the emotional, psychological and 
physical torture they put those babies through.  

Harvard University has thoroughly debunked Casey Family Programs and their 
failed theories.  Further reading can be found HERE:  “Family Preservation Falters in 
the Heartland” Dealing with Minnesota’s failed CFP experiment on Human Children. 
(Link Not available in Printer Version) 

Now comes ICWA, lobbied and pushed for by CFP to prevent anyone from any 
Federal, State or even Local Municipality from having any jurisdiction over any child 
they can later define as First Nations if not so defined immediately.  

Like the Wire Mother/Cloth Mother experiment, CFP theories have been an ongoing, 
multi-year experiment in cruelty towards children, from which they have learned 
nothing except how to change the laws so that they can never be held accountable 
for the children that continue to live in abuse, forced to submit to rape and torture.  

If CFP cared about children or was capable of learning from “mistakes of the past”, 
there would not be, in 2009, more than 200 children who died from torture and 
torment at the hands of their abusers in Florida.  Abusers who had had multiple 
reports filed against them for abuse and as a threat to the safety of the child, often in 
extreme cases.  

CFP has even continued the practice of removing children from safe, nurturing foster 
homes and placing them directly in harm’s way, to ‘test’ their theory of Foster Parents 
being the problem, and abusive parents or guardians the answer.  They would have 
dropped that theory after the first child was raped and murdered decades earlier, but 
instead, since they must be right, they absolved themselves, were never held 
accountable despite being the middleman whose ‘theories’ must be adhered to for 
any agency to be ‘in compliance’ and receive Federal/State funding dollars.  

CFP maintains that the Foster System must be ended. Period. Not the abuse of 
children must be ended. Not that children must be protected from abuse… but that 
the Foster Care system must be dismantled.  

And they have been dismantling it, for decades. They have taken millions of tax 
dollars every year that should be going to the care and safe keeping of these 
children, and pocketing it themselves for their role in creating policies and procedures 
that must be adhered to. Policies and procedures that continue to keep children 
without rescue, without refuge, without so much as a wire mother for comfort.  
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Fingers Crossed Behind their Back 

The reason they don’t count accurately, not even by a fraction, the number of children 
who are tortured to death while agencies follow their policies and procedures is 
because they wrote into those policies and procedures that if it is proven beyond all 
possible doubt that the child is being abused, then the abuser must sign a note 
promising to not do it again, and that file is immediately closed.  

So, when the child shows up dead, they can say that the child was not under their 
purview, not in the system. The File Had Been Closed. Period.  

Like when we were kids, and someone told us a lie with their fingers crossed behind 
their backs, it was supposed to mean that it wasn’t counted as a lie (despite being a 
lie) because their fingers were crossed.  

For CFP to put forward that somehow First Nations Children do not bond with a 
nurturing parent in the same way that ‘Euro-American’ children do, therefore we need 
not worry about them being shuffled from abuser to abuser within the closed walls of 
Tribal Jurisdiction, sickens me to the core.  

As if somehow, First Nations Children are even lesser beings than those poor 
monkeys that were ruthlessly experimented on for decades, psychologically 
tormented, for Government Grant Monies…  

They are hoping to justify closing off any chance of any child abuse being 
investigated on or off the rez if they can say that child is First Nations. That laws in 
place to protect children do not apply to “THOSE” children. They are “different”. They 
are “other”. They are “lesser” in their emotions, psychological and physical needs 
than “Euro-American” children. The BIA, ACF, HHS, DHS, DoJ, FBI, and Senators 
like Heidi Heitkamp, are happy to go along with that.  

I can’t. I. Just. Can’t.  

You know where to find me.  

~Cat 

Next Blog: George Sheldon, protector of abusers, the new head of Illinois DCFS. The 
same man on whose watch more than 200 children died in Florida in 2009, but he 
only counted 69 of them. (Signed notes, Crossed Fingers, out). They fail but they 
never miss a paycheck. He’s touting his Florida debacle as what he’s bringing to 
Illinois. God help the babies of Illinois.  


